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restoration to all those, who by their conduct or meanness, were a disgrace to
vour service.
j
4.    That tiiis mutiny was greatly encouraged by the civilians stands upon
the record of our Consultations; but we must wait the issue of the general
courts martial, which are now holding before we can ascertain the particulars
of its rise and progress, or determine where the military gentlemen, had they
proved victorious, intended to have fixed the bounds of their conquest.
5.    By these courts martial we have convinced the officers, that the rigor
of martial law shall be put in force equally against them as against inferior
offenders.   This is a doctrine which must be established and take place by
some examples since not only the preservation of the settlement, but the
very basis of military discipEne depends on it.
6.    Had not the appointment of field officers been a plan wholly my own,
I could with justice enlarge upon the signal utility of it, upon this extra-
ordinary occasion ; indeed it is beyond a doubt that without their assistance
all the efforts of the President and Council added to my presence at Monghyr
and Patna, would have failed of success.   A mutiny of the soldiers, would
infallibly have happened and the consequences of such an event are too
dreadful to think of.
7.    The necessity of obliging every officer to contract for a time, and to
give at least a year's notice of his intention to resign, is sufficiently evident.
The very first clause in the Mutiny Act, supposes a contract, and without such
a tie any officer, provided he has not received the month's pay may throw up
his commission with impunity.   You will undoubtedly therefore approve of
the intention I have of requiring a contract from every officer who resigned
and has been restored.   This I propose shall be carried into execution when
the general courts martial are finished and I hope you will see no objection
to the renewal of the custom in England with all military gentlemen before
they embark for India.
8.    Should it have been imagined that the accounts I gave you in my
former letters of the licentiousness of this settlement were exaggerated, the
countenance and support afforded by the civil to the military servants upon
this occasion will surely justify all I said.   There is but too much reason to
believe that personal resentment against me for the part I have constantly
acted on behalf of the Company, which frequently proved repugnant to the
interest of individuals, was one of the chief motives to their conduct; and you
will judge to what degree they must have been infatuated, to encourage and
wish success to a measure which had it prevailed, must have overthrown their
own civil liberties in this country, and rendered them the abject slaves of a
despotic military government.
9.   Your affairs in Bengal are now I think in a fair way of being complete-
ly regulated, nor can I foresee anything that can possibly happen to distress
or disturb them except suffering your affairs to return to the confusion in
which I found them, and allowing your servants to trample on your authority ;
with regard to the Mahrattas or other country powers they may harrass the